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Our government is taking steps to increase the supply of housing that is affordable. 
People across the province, and especially in the Greater Toronto Area, can’t find a 
home that meets their needs and their budget.  

Whether it’s first-time homebuyers trying to get a toehold in the hot condo market, 
growing families looking for apartments or houses near schools and services, or 
seniors wanting to downsize in communities they love – there are simply more people 
looking for a place to live than there are homes. 

That’s why our government for the people wants to build more housing, more quickly to give people more 
choices and bring housing costs down. 

There are too many barriers to building housing in this province, from too much red tape and too many 
delays and restrictions on building the supply we need. It can take years of paperwork before a shovel ever 
breaks ground on a new project. 

We are committed to cutting red tape and reducing approval timelines to get housing built faster. That’s why 
we held province wide public consultations and asked people to share their thoughts. We’re taking the best 
ideas to inform our Housing Supply Action Plan, coming later this year. 

Building more housing will help supply catch up with demand, and that includes more “missing middle” 
housing. Building more townhouses, duplexes and mid-rise apartments will give the people of Ontario more 
types of housing to choose from. It will help bring housing costs down and leave more hard-earned money in 
people’s pockets, right where it belongs.

Hon. Steve Clark 
Minister of Municipal Affairs & Housing, Province of Ontario
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When I was out campaigning in the recent election, the difficulty people are having 
finding an affordable place to live in this city came up day after day – living testimony 
from Toronto residents about a major challenge we knew was in front of us.

The cost of housing is one of the greatest challenges to the success that is Toronto today. 
That’s why I’m determined to do more, and to act quickly, so that people of all income 
levels and ages can afford to live here.

In 2018, for the second year in a row, the City hit and exceeded its target of approving 
1,000 affordable housing units. I have set a goal of approving 40,000 units over the next 12 years to increase 
the supply of affordable housing in our city. To that end, we are kick-starting development on 11 City-owned 
sites right away. These sites are almost all close to TTC stations and could host affordable housing within 
mixed-income, mixed-use and transit-oriented communities. This push for more affordable housing in 
Toronto will help all residents, including those who need “missing middle” housing.

The City can and will do more to increase the amount of “missing middle” housing available to home 
buyers in Toronto. But we also have to make sure that these changes are comprehensive and as a result of 
consultation with the surrounding community. The process with Laneway Housing is a good example of how 
the City can approve new housing types through consultation and proper process.

The City is working with all relevant stakeholders to address the “missing middle” and I look forward to 
seeing the outcome of that through the new Housing and Planning Committee. I’ve also worked hard to bring 
the provincial and federal governments on board with significant funding dollars for Toronto. The Trudeau 
government, at my urging, has pledged billions for transit project in Toronto and they’re also back in the 
housing game and will be providing significant funding for affordable housing. 

People have made it clear they want to see their governments work together and I think housing is an area 
where we all can agree and where we can all cooperate to bring on these changes now. We’ve made real 
progress but we have a lot more to do. I’m focused on finishing the job for the benefit of all residents.

His Worship John Tory 
Mayor, City of Toronto
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Since becoming Mayor, I’ve made it a top priority to find innovative solutions to address 
affordability and housing stock for the missing middle, while preparing our City for 
future growth.

Mississauga was the first municipality to create a comprehensive strategy to bring more 
affordable housing stock, including low- to medium-density multi-unit housing, on the 
market for middle-income residents and their families. The goal of our plan is to make 
35% of all new development affordable.

We’ve already made significant progress on our “Making Room for the Middle” plan since we began 
implementing it last year. Existing rental housing will be protected from demolition and conversion, and 
secondary units are now permitted.

I will continue to make progress on our affordable housing strategy, to build more affordable ownership and 
rental units for the middle-class, including:

 • Instituting an inclusionary zoning policy to incentivize the building of new, affordable units of all sizes;

 • Advocating to the federal and provincial government for more tools (e.g. tax credits) to encourage the 
  building of affordable, middle-income housing.

There are several low-medium density development projects within close proximity to transit and services 
that will be underway in Mississauga in the next five years including Lakeview, West Village, Habitat for 
Humanity Bristow-Law Build Project and realizing the potential of the Ninth Line lands.

I look forward to continuing to work collaboratively with our City’s planning department, the community 
and industry to find innovative housing solutions that are affordable, accommodate growth and most 
importantly, work for our residents.

Bonnie Crombie 
Mayor, City of Mississauga
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York Region consists of 9 local municipalities, providing a variety of programs and 
services to 1.2 million residents, 51,000 businesses and 620,000 employees. By 2041, 
York Region is forecasted to grow to 1.79 million people and 900,000 jobs. 

Housing is a priority for York Regional Council which is planning to build complete 
communities that include a healthy mix of housing options to meet the needs of 
residents of all ages, stages and abilities, connecting residents to our economy, 
transportation systems, health and social services and the environment. 

Despite being a very affluent community, York Region faces some unique challenges around housing options 
and affordability, including low rental supply and vacancy rates and increasing costs of home ownership. 
Between 2007 and 2017, the average purchase price for a home in York Region increased by 154%.

In 2016, the York Region/Local Municipal Housing Working Group was formed to address mid-range 
affordable housing needs across the Region. The group was instrumental in gaining a better understanding 
of local housing markets and the challenges faced by residents with mid-range incomes. In 2018, York 
Regional Council endorsed the Draft Rental Housing Incentives Guideline and Community Improvement 
Plan to stimulate high-rise and mid-rise rental development in regional and local centres and corridors by 
encouraging construction of purpose built rental and increasing the viability of rental projects through 3 
regional incentives: 1) 36-month development charge deferral; 2) 48-month application fee deferral and  
3) 5-year tax increment equivalent grant.

York Region’s Official Plan supports a range and mix of housing options, including second units and 
affordable housing. As part of our Municipal Comprehensive review, we are consulting with residents and 
businesses to help shape our plans and projections through 2041.

Housing remains a cornerstone of a strong and vibrant community, and Council is proud to support a diverse 
mix of housing options, including affordable options, that will contribute to the health and well-being of our 
communities.

Wayne Emmerson 
Chairman and CEO, The Regional Municipality of York
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Peel Region’s vision is to build a Community for Life: a place where everyone enjoys 
a sense of belonging and has access to the services and opportunities they need to 
thrive. Today, Peel includes about 1.4 million people in approximately 430,000 house-
holds, and is expected to grow to almost 2 million people by 2041. Nearly 32% of all 
households in Peel struggle to find affordable housing options, including 31% of middle 
and 70% of low income households.

To address these challenges, new housing options for low and middle income households 
are needed, and collaboration between the public, non-profit and private development sectors is crucial. 

These strategies are identified in the 2018 Peel Housing and Homelessness Plan which includes a 10-year 
target of 20,000 new households: 10,000 low income units, and 10,000 middle income units. Four of the strat-
egies relate directly to the development of affordable housing:

These Strategies prioritize the needs of lower, middle income and special needs households, including im-
mediate action to stimulate investment in affordable housing through an incentive-based program. Coordi-
nating land use planning tools will require collaboration with the local municipalities and engagement with 
developers to ensure the tools are appropriate to Peel.

Peel is also planning for the future with a new integrated approach to growth management. Initiatives in the 
Peel 2041: Regional Official Plan Review will support an increased supply of medium density, family size units, 
by proactively planning for public transit stations, aligning infrastructure and financial strategies with land 
use plans, and exploring policies and tools (e.g. incentives, inclusionary zoning) to boost affordable housing.

By working with all stakeholders, the Region is supporting the development of medium density, family size 
units for low and middle income households as we work towards our mission of building a healthy, safe and 
connected “Community for Life” in Peel.

David Szwarc 
Chief Administrative Officer, Region of Peel

• Build more affordable housing

• Optimize existing stock

• Provide incentives to build affordable housing

• Increase supportive housing
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